APVC 2026
Speaker Sponsorship
Opportunities
Appendix

Email registration forms as soon as possible. Every year potential exhibitors are turned away from
exhibiting at APVC due to restricted space. APVC committee also completed a delegate survey in
2024 to better understand the exhibitor category interest level from the delegates perspective, and we
will consider this data when making exhibitor participation decisions moving forward.

Understanding that loyalty to APVC over time and sponsorship level offered matter, booths are
granted first based on exhibitor category fit, then to sponsors at the platinum, gold and silver levels,
then to exhibitors who have been with us in the past, and fourth to new registrants. New registrants
will be considered, first on exhibitor category fit, secondly on sponsorship level and thirdly on an
earliest registration submission basis. Having exhibited the previous year doesn’t automatically
guarantee participation the following year as per the above conditions, and if you send in your
registration and there isn’t an available booth space, your company will be placed on a waiting list
for this year’s conference. Payment will not be processed until booth space is available.

Once approved for participation your sponsorship ranking will be determined solely by the total
sponsorship commitment value. A company sponsoring $11,000 will have sponsorship opportunity
priority over a company sponsoring $10,000, even though both are classified as platinum sponsors,
and therefore be provided the opportunity of first selection of their sponsorship choices, followed by
the second ranked sponsor and so on. Speaker and other sponsorship opportunities selected (see
associated document) are combined to determine sponsorship ranking.

Sponsors will be granted prime locations in the exhibit areas.

TO VIEW THE 2026 APVC SPEAKER / TOPIC SCHEDULE VISIT www.apvc.ca



Dr. Petra Cerné, PhD, Dipl. ACVIM, MANZCVS, CertAVP, MRCVS, AFHEA, AdvCertFB

Bio

Dr. Cerna is an ACVIM and ECVIM diplomate in Small Animal Internal Medicine and
RCVS Recognized specialist in Feline Medicine. She graduated from the University of
Veterinary Sciences in the Czech Republic in 2018 where she also obtained her first
PhD in 2023. After completing two internships in the UK, she completed Small Animal
Internal Medicine Residency at Colorado State University, USA in 2023 and her second
PhD focusing on feline infectious peritonitis in 2025. Dr. Cerna gained the Membership
of the Australian and New Zealand College of Veterinary Scientists in the Medicine of
Cats. She was also awarded the ISFM Advanced Certificate in Feline Behaviour with
Distinction. Dr. Cerné has particular interest in feline medicine and is focusing her
research on feline infectious diseases and especially FIP and is currently an assistant
professor at the University of Georgia.

LECTURES

Friday, April 17th - am

(Veterinarians) 1/2 Day Sponsor: $3,500
Topics Time

1) Cat-atrophy No More? Updates on FIP 1 ' hrs

2) When Cats Run Hot: Uncovering the Mystery of Feline Fever 1 % hrs

Friday, April 17th - pm

(Veterinarians) 1/2 Day Sponsor: $3,500
Topics Time
1) Filtering the Facts of Chronic Kidney Disease 1 ' hrs

2) It's Coming Out Both Ends: Approach to Vomiting & Diarrhea in Cats 1 ' hrs



LECTURES

Saturday, April 18th - am

(Veterinarians) 1/2 Day Sponsor:

Topics
1) Feline Liver Dx & Mgmt. of Inappetence in Cats

2) When Three Organs Collide: Feline Triaditis

Saturday, April 18th - pm

(Veterinarians) 1/2 Day Sponsor:

Topics
1) Too Much of a Good Thing, Feline Hypercalcemia

2) From Crystals to Crisis: Feline Lower Urinary Tract Dx

$3,500

Time
1 % hrs

1 % hrs

$3,500

Time
1 % hrs

1 % hrs



Dr. Joseph Bruner, DVM, DACVIM (SAIM)

Bio

Dr. Joseph Bruner received a DVM degree from The Ohio State University in 1992, after which he
completed a small animal rotating internship at the Virginia—Maryland College of Veterinary Medicine,
followed by a residency at Purdue University. While working in a specialty practice in Detroit, Michigan,
Dr. Bruner acquired board certification in small animal internal medicine from the American College of
Veterinary Internal Medicine in 1999 and established the Greater Cincinnati Veterinary Specialty and
Emergency Services as a regional multispecialty practice serving the veterinary community in Ohio,
Indiana, and Kentucky. After a 25-year career in private practice, Dr. Bruner returned to academia to
explore his passion for teaching and advanced specialty diagnostics and care. His academic interests are
centered on diseases of the respiratory tract and diagnostic medicine. He is a member of the Veterinary
Comparative Respiratory Society and lectures internationally on many topics of small animal internal
medicine.

LECTURES

Friday, April 17th - am

(Veterinarians) 1/2 Day Sponsor: $3,500
Topics Time

1) The nose knows: Chronic Inflammatory Rhinitis 1 ' hrs

2) Breathe Easy, Pulmonary Airway Disease in Dogs 1 ' hrs

Saturday, April 18th - am

(Veterinarians) 1/2 Day Sponsor: $3,500
Topics Time
1) Wheezers and Sneezers - Antitussives & Bronchodilators 1 % hrs

2) Advances in Corticosteroids, It's Not Just for Old Vets 1 % hrs



LECTURES

Sunday, April 19th - am

(Veterinarians) 1/2 Day Sponsor:

Topics
1) When Upchuck Won't Give Up: Approaches to Protracted Vomiting

2) What's New? Updates In Internal Medicine

Sunday, April 19th - pm

(Veterinarians) 1/4 Day Sponsor:

Topics
1) Fun Ways to Deal with Medical Oddities

$3,500

Time
1 % hrs

1 % hrs

$1,750

Time
1 % hrs



Dr. Patty Lathan, DVM, DACVIM-SAIM

Bio

Dr. Patty Lathan is a Professor of Small Animal Internal Medicine in the Department of Clinical Sciences
at Louisiana State University. She earned her VMD from the University of Pennsylvania, then completed
an internship at Mississippi State University and a residency in small animal internal medicine at Purdue
University. Dr. Lathan specializes in endocrinology, specifically adrenal function testing, diabetes

mellitus, and the mitigation of side effects of glucocorticoids. She is currently past-president of the
Society for Comparative Endocrinology.

LECTURES

Friday, April 17th - am

(Veterinarians) 1/2 Day Sponsor: $3,500
Topics Time

1) Addisons, The Great Pretender 1 % hrs

2) Cushing The Limits! Hyperadrenocorticism 1 % hrs

Saturday, April 18th - am

(Veterinarians) 1/2 Day Sponsor: $3,500
Topics Time

1) Revved Up: Making Sense of Hyperthyroidism 1 ' hrs

2) Talk Sweet to Me: Diabetes Mellitus Updates 1 ' hrs

Sunday, April 19th - pm
(Veterinarians) 1/4 Day Sponsor: $1,750

Topics Time

1) The Highs and Lows of it: Hypercalcemia and Hypothyroidism 1 ' hrs



Dr. Julia Miller, DVM, DACVD

Bio

Dr. Julia Miller is a board-certified veterinary dermatologist who loves all creatures great and small and
has had many interests in life! She was an opera major at Indiana University, became a certified farrier
after graduation, and then went on to earn her veterinary degree from Cornell University. Initially, she
wanted to be an Equine Podiatrist so she completed a large animal rotating internship at the University of
Georgia. Her passion for preventative medicine sent her into mixed small and large animal general
practice for several years before returning to Cornell to complete her dermatology residency.

She became a Diplomate of the American College of Veterinary Dermatologists in 2019 and stayed on at
Cornell as an assistant clinical professor in the section of Dermatology where she was awarded the Zoetis
Distinguished Teacher Award. She is now enjoying private practice life surrounded by horses and
bourbon in beautiful Louisville KY. Dr. Julia has a special interest in the management of chronic otitis
externa, and all things related to large animal skin disease (especially horses).

LECTURES

Friday, April 17th - pm

(Veterinarians) 1/2 Day Sponsor: $3,500
Topics Time

1) Allergy Testing for Creatures Great and Small 1 ' hrs

2) Spray, Slather, Dab or Dip? Topical Mgmt. of Allergies 1 ' hrs

Saturday, April 18th - pm

(Veterinarians) 1/2 Day Sponsor: $3,500
Topics Time
1) Listen Up! Preventing Chronic Otitis Externa 1 % hrs

2) How to Treat Pus Filled Ears 1 % hrs



LECTURES

Sunday, April 19th - am

(Veterinarians) 1/2 Day Sponsor:

Topics
1) Scratching Below the Surface: Confidently Diagnosing Allergies

2) Prevention of Pyoderma: Skin in the Game

Sunday, April 19th - pm

(Veterinarians) 1/4 Day Sponsor:

Topics
1) Don't Dread the Diet Trial: Food Allergies

$3,500

Time
1 % hrs

1 % hrs

$1,750

Time
1 % hrs



Dr. Kate Myrna, DVM, MS, DACVO

Bio

Dr. Kate Myrna has a BA from Vassar College and received her DVM from the Virginia-Maryland
Regional College of Veterinary Medicine in 2004. She completed a 1-year internship in Small Animal
Medicine and Surgery at Western College of Veterinary Medicine at the University of Saskatchewan, and
went on to complete a 1-year specialty internship under the mentorship of Dr. Nancy Cottrill in Small
Animal Ophthalmology at Angell Animal Medical Center — Western New England. Dr. Myrna then
completed a Residency in Comparative Ophthalmology and obtained a Master of Science in Comparative
Biomedical Sciences at the University of Wisconsin-Madison. Dr. Myrna is interested in comparative
ophthalmology, corneal wound healing and ocular analgesia.

LECTURES

Friday, April 17th - pm

(Veterinarians) 1/2 Day Sponsor: $3,500
Topics Time

1) Corneal Ulcers, Melting and Non-Healing 1 ' hrs

2) The Fire Within: Tackling Uveitis 1 ' hrs

Saturday, April 18th - pm

(Veterinarians) 1/2 Day Sponsor: $3,500
Topics Time
1) Seeing Red & Cracking the Case on Red Eye 1 % hrs

2) Weird Non-Ulcerated Corneas (Incl. Dry Eye) 1 % hrs



LECTURES

Sunday, April 19th - am
(Veterinarians) 1/2 Day

Topics
1) Out in a Blink: Enucleation Tips & Tricks

2) Feline Eyes in Focus

Sponsor:

$3,500

Time
1 % hrs

1 % hrs



Michelle Krasicki-Aune, MBA, BS, CVT, FFCP-V

Bio

Michelle’s veterinary career began at 15 years old when she worked as a kennel hand in a Chicago-area
clinic, working her way up to becoming a on the job trained veterinary technician and then, earning her
bachelor’s degree in Veterinary Technology from North Dakota State University and Certified Veterinary
Technician status in 2003. Continuing her education, she earned a Master of Business Administration
degree with an emphasis on Veterinary Business from the Minnesota School of Business. She has been a

Fear Free Certified Elite professional since 2019 and a Fear Free Practice Certification Consultant and
Coach since 2020.

LECTURES

Friday, April 17th - am
(Technicians) 1/2 Day Sponsor: $2,500

Topics Time

1) Ten Things Forgotten Since Tech School: A Back to Basics Bootcamp 1 ' hrs
2) Things That Make 'Em Go ADR:
Everyday Toxicology for Everyday Technicians 1 ' hrs

Saturday, April 18th - am

(Technicians) 1/4 Day Sponsor: $1,250
Topics Time
1) Bringing Your 'A' Game: Veterinary Technician Driven Anesthesia 1 % hrs

Saturday, April 18th - pm
(Support Staff) 1/4 Day Sponsor: $1,250

Topics Time

1) Fear Free for the 5 Senses: Tips and Tricks for Every Practice 1 % hrs



Tami Lind, RVT, VTS (ECC)

Bio
Tami Lind is a Veterinary Technician Specialist in Emergency and Critical Care at the Veterinary
Teaching Hospital at Purdue University, with over a decade of clinical, supervisory, training,

instructional, and publication experience in academic and professional settings. Recognized educator and
presenter with strong contributions to curriculum development, technician mentorship, and veterinary

clinical education.

LECTURES

Friday, April 17th - am

(Technicians) 1/2 Day Sponsor: $2,500
Topics Time

1) What Comes First? How to Triage 1 ' hrs

2) Stabilize, Support, Save: Critical Nursing Care 1 ' hrs
Saturday, April 18th - am

(Technicians) 1/2 Day Sponsor: $2,500
Topics Time

1) All Bleeding Stops Eventually 1 ' hrs

2) Ninth Life on the Line: Critically 11l Feline 1 ' hrs
Saturday, April 18th - pm

(Technicians) 1/2 Day Sponsor: $2,500
Topics Time

1) Little Lives, Big Challenges. Neonatal Critical Care 1 % hrs

2) Turn Down the Heat: Fever versus Hyperthermia 1 % hrs



Kathryn Carman, MSc, LVT, VTS (Clinical Practice - Canine/Feline)

Bio

Kathryn graduated from San Juan College with her AAS in Veterinary Technology in
2015 and her Masters Degree in Advanced Practice in Veterinary Nursing from the
University of Glasgow in 2021. She obtained her VTS in Clinical Practice (canine/feline)
in 2024.

Kat currently organizes and manages the surgery department at VCA Braelinn Village in
Peachtree City, Georgia and supports the technician and assistant supervisors for

Atlanta area VCA Hospitals. These jobs combine her love of veterinary medicine and
her love of teaching and allow her to nerd out with a wide variety of technicians and
assistants, especially on the topics of pain management, anesthesia, wound care, and

the growing education and career opportunities for technicians and assistants.

In addition to her role as President for the GVTA, Kat serves on the Advisory Council for
San Juan College, multiple committees for the Academy of Veterinary Technicians in
Clinical Practice, several Task Forces, and helps to facilitate a Journal Club at her home
hospital. Her husband encourages her to have some hobbies outside of veterinary
medicine, so she also enjoys traveling, crafting, hiking, reading and writing. She has 2
dogs (Browning and Cricket, and 1 chinchilla (Mr Meesqueaks).

LECTURES

Friday, April 17th - pm
(Technicians) 1/2 Day Sponsor: $2,500

Topics Time

1) Alphabet Soup: Understanding CMPs (Comprehensive Metabolic Profiles) 1 ' hrs

2) Let There Be Light: Cold Laser Therapy 1 ' hrs

Saturday, April 18th - am
(Technicians) 1/4 Day Sponsor: $1,250

Topics Time

1) Veterinary Medicine Doesn't Have to Hurt: All About Pain 1 % hrs



LECTURES

Saturday, April 18th - pm

(Support Staff) 1/4 Day Sponsor: $1,250
Topics Time
1) Time Out for Safety: Utilizing Checklists and a Culture of Safety 1 ' hrs

Sunday, April 19th - pm
(Technician) 1/4 Day Sponsor: $1,250

Topics Time
1) Raise Your Hands for Hands Free Radiology 1 % hrs



Mary L. Berg, BS, RVT, LATG, VTS (Dentistry)

Bio

Mary received her VTS (Dentistry) in 2006, recertifying in 2025. Her background includes veterinary
dental research, practice management and dental technician in general practice. She’s currently an
adjunct at two veterinary technology programs and the president and founder of Beyond the Crown
Veterinary Education; teaching dentistry to veterinary teams, using practical and easy to master methods.
Mary was named the VMX Speaker of the Year in 2024, NAVTA Veterinary Technician of the Year by
NAVTA in 2020, won the AVDT’s Excellence in Dentistry Education in 2019. Mary is a textbook
author, speaker, and wet lab instructor at numerous state and national conferences.

LECTURES

Friday, April 17th - pm

(Technicians) 1/2 Day Sponsor:
Topics

1) Common Dental Pathology

2) Block That Pain - Dental Blocks

Saturday, April 18th - pm

(Technicians) 1/2 Day Sponsor:
Topics

1) Complete Oral Health Assessment and Treatment

2) Tips and Tricks for Great Dental Rads

Sunday, April 19th - am

(Technicians) 1/2 Day Sponsor:
Topics

1) Gaining Dental Compliance, What Works!

2) Feline Dentistry. Cat's Don't Read the Textbook

$2,500

Time
1 % hrs

1 % hrs

$2,500

Time
1 % hrs

1 % hrs

$2,500

Time
1 % hrs

1 % hrs



Heather Prendergast, RVT, CVPM, SPHR

Bio

With over three decades of experience in the veterinary profession, Heather Prendergast

brings a rare combination of clinical know-how, management expertise, and a deep passion

for developing thriving teams. Having spent more than 20 years in small animal practice, she
understands the daily realities of veterinary teams—and how to lead them toward lasting

success.

Heather is the author of two cornerstone texts in the veterinary industry: Practice Management for the
Veterinary Team (now in its 4th edition), used in veterinary technology programs across the U.S. Review
Questions and Answers for Veterinary Technicians (currently in its 7™ edition), a trusted study
companion for thousands of VTNE candidates. As the founder of Synergie Veterinary Consulting Group,
Heather leads a powerhouse team of credentialed veterinary technicians, CVPMs, DVMs, and talent
strategists who specialize in building emotionally intelligent leaders, improving operational efficiency,
and transforming veterinary culture from the inside out. When she’s not consulting, lecturing, or writing,
Heather teaches Practice Management courses with the Appalachian State University Veterinary
Technology Program. She also gives back to the profession through leadership and committee roles with
NAVTA and VetPartners. Heather recently served as President of the Viticus Group (formerly WVC) and
continues her service as Treasurer, further demonstrating her commitment to elevating veterinary
medicine at every level.

LECTURES

Friday, April 17th - am

(Business Managers) 1/2 Day Sponsor: $2,500
Topics Time

1) Getting the Team Aligned to Lift the Practice 1 % hrs

2) The Power of Whole Team Utilization 1 % hrs

Friday, April 17th - pm

(Business Managers) 1/2 Day Sponsor: $2,500
Topics Time

1) Giving In Receiving Feedback: We All Need It 1 ' hrs

2) Developing Mentorship Programs for New Grads 1 ' hrs

(Techs and DVMs) that work



LECTURES

Saturday, April 18th - am
(Support Staff) 1/2 Day Sponsor:

Topics
1) Worth Every Penny: Building Value Before Asking for a Raise

2) Lead Without the Title: Stepping Up Your Game

Sunday, April 19th - am
(Support Staff) 1/2 Day Sponsor:

Topics

1) From Grumpy to Grateful: Transforming the Client Journey

2) The Communication Bridge: Building Trust from First Call to Check Out

Sunday, April 19th - pm
(Support Staff) 1/4 Day Sponsor:

Topics
1) Calm in the Storm: Confident Conversations that Build Client Loyalty

$2,500

Time

1 % hrs

1 % hrs

$2,500

Time
1 % hrs

1 % hrs

$1,250

Time

1 % hrs



Kerry Plemmons - Professor of Practice, Daniels College of Business

Bio

Kerry Plemmons has 30 years of entrepreneurial experience with success in launching and running small
and medium-sized businesses in the U.S. and Mexico, and another 20 years as an academic and
consultant, University of Denver, Daniels College of Business. As an executive with Starbucks,
Plemmons opened stores in the western U.S. and Canada, ran several test-market innovations, and led
operations for a couple of hundred stores. Before Starbucks, he partnered in creating the Pour la France!
Restaurant chain in three states and Mexico. He also ran a nightclub in Aspen, CO in the 1970’s.

He is co-founder of Colorado Global Strategists, LLC. Plemmons is most proud of his role as the
Treasury for the Board of Directors for the Human Animal Bond Association.

Plemmons is a published author with his book, “Juxtapositions: Comparing Mild to Wild Success —
Irreverently”. Juxtapositions looks at whole organizational success, where a kind and gentle revolution
might create a strong cultural focus, when imagination leads to strategies that are implemented because
they align with the organizational mission, and the individuals are rewarded and recognized so the
imaginative strategy process gets repeated.

LECTURES

Saturday, April 18th - am

(Business Managers) 1/2 Day Sponsor: $2,500
Topics Time

1) Leadership: Building the Capacity of the Next Generation 1 % hrs

2) Leadership: Becoming a Multiplier of Talent 1 % hrs

Saturday, April 18th - pm

(Business Managers) 1/2 Day Sponsor: $2,500
Topics Time

1) Creating a Collaborative Customer Service Culture 1 ' hrs

2) Designing the Future of Your Practice: Innovation, 1 ' hrs

Entrepreneurship and Design Thinking



LECTURES

Sunday, April 19th - am

(Business Managers) 1/2 Day Sponsor:

Topics
1) Management Operating Systems

2) Implement Execute and Create Stickwithitness

Sunday, April 19th - pm

(Business Managers) 1/4 Day Sponsor:

Topics
1) Money Matters: A Veterinary Manager's Guide to Financial Fitness

$2,500

Time
1 % hrs

1 % hrs

$1,250

Time
1 % hrs



Sponsorship Selection (Please Return This Page)

In an effort to help streamline sponsorship selections we are asking that you please fill out the following
table. We will do our best to accommodate your choices if possible. Remember that our process is that

Platinum choose first, based on the amount of sponsorship. Once all Platinum have chosen, then we will
move on to Gold and repeat the process, etc.

We will reach out when it is your turn to make your sponsorship selections and you will have 48 business
hours to choose before we move onto the next company.

Thank you so much for your continued support!

Company:

Total Sponsorship Amount:

Preferred Sponsorships in Order:

Sponsorship Selection Info $ Amount of
Selection

Ex. David Liss, MGR, Friday PM, Think like a CEO and Carrot or Stick 33,500

10




